
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends,  

National Trails Day was a big success. Over 60 people participated between the ride and the work event
different user groups working together for a common cause. Please see reports from Rob Butterwo
newsletter. 
So, now that we’ve gotten through National Trails Day I have some bad news--Brad is resigning as preside
a crisis. You will remember when I took office as president of LCRVHC nearly 4 years ago one of my g
profit thing. After much discussion we eventually spun off our trail committee and formed the BPC
contributions are eligible for tax deductions and we can apply for grants. At the time Brad was chairman of
and I asked him if he would lead the BPC. He agreed to give us two years to get it up and running. Well h
years and now family, work, and other commitments need some of his time and attention so he has asked
this organization. This position takes some time, some knowledge of business and construction, and a comm

At the board meeting we talked about some options: 
 

A. Someone in our membership takes over the presidency. Pati and Kristin are both willing to stay on the b
 

B. Pati takes over the presidency and we come up with a working board with members who can bring 
construction that Pati doesn’t have. 
 

C. We go statewide and try to recruit a president—perhaps with help from the CHC (but then the mone
systems. 
 

D. We dissolve the BPC and find a group with similar goals and 501c03 status and donate the money (ove
one would break my heart. 
 

There may be other options or combinations of possibilities. We have worked so hard to get it going and w
I hate to see us let it go. 
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If you have any thoughts or are willing to serve the horse/trail riding community in
some capacity please speak up, call or e-mail me (860-664-0142) or
(Melissa.Evarts@globepequot.com). 
 

Also in this vein, Carrie Wind has taken on more commitments at work for the new
school year and will be unable to finish out her term as recording secretary for the
September and October meetings. I am looking for someone to take minutes until the
next election in November. 
 

Peggy (as current VP) will be heading the nominating committee for the 2008-2009
terms with the assistance of Barbara White, and they will select someone from the
general membership to help as well. They will be calling all members. We need 4
officers (president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer) and one additional board
member for each ten members. BPC leadership is automatically on the board. I am
willing to remain as president and Lynda is willing to repeat as treasurer unless
someone else is interested in either position. I have not spoken to the rest of the board
members. We need to present a slate in Oct
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LCRVHC MAY MEETING MINUTES 
May 24, 2007 – 7:00 PM, 7/8th Farm  

 

Meeting called to order at 7:19 pm only 13 members in attendance. Lynda and Carrie both not present. 
 

Correspondence: 
Whippoorwill Morgan Farm open house Memorial Day weekend.  Mitchell Farm Scrabble Ride to benefit Equine Retirement at Lord 
Creek Farm, June 16.  Thank you note from Janie Davison for work at Lord Creek, Thank you note from Morgan Adair, Moss Soap, 
for tag sale. 
 

Beach Pace report by Doro 
 

Club picnic, July 26 at Trish Panico’s house on Bartlett Drive in Madison. Club will provide soft drinks, burgers, hotdogs, rolls and 
dessert. Bring a dish to share. Sherry will be doing signup but she just had a new baby! 
 

Fall Hunter Pace, October 28, Charlotte’s family is definitely relocating to California this summer. Siobhan Tietjen has agreed to take 
over the fall hunter pace. Details to be worked out. 
 

Member only rides: 
June 24 Lisa Toman memorial ride at Tyler Mill in Wallingford, Peggy and Joanne Minion. Blast to come. July [date to come] 
overnight campout ride at Escoheag in Rhode Island. Jane Samuels had contacted Bev to set up if there was enough interest. We know 
Jodie is interested in this too. Details to come. August, Peggy will do a games day at her house. Parking at Bonnie Davenport’s house. 
 

Discussion of a story night. August meeting at Bonnie Davenport’s house, bonfire, S’mores, and story telling. Bring a chair and your 
favorite horse story to share. Peggy is doing oral traditions/story telling for her masters and will be practicing on us. 
 

Clinton Land Trust work day, 2nd Saturday each month from 8-10 am, June 9 in Kenilworth Forest. This organization really 
appreciates our help and donations. Speaks highly of our group to other land trusts at annual meeting. 
Kristin spoke briefly about Westbrook Land Trust’s 100th acre celebration. Also the Lyme Equestrian Association a non-profit and 
the Nature Conservancy. Trail study re: impact of horses utilizing trails. Janie Davison has already donated property to the Nature 
Conservancy. The LEA is named as the host of the hunter pace, etc. 
 

Discussion about “Trail Boss” function. Melissa trying to get members to alternate managing monthly trail work days. Dave 
Beaudette said he would do one. Melissa would also like to get the entire Epic trail marked with some kind of temporary recognizable 
markers (until the DEP approves the permanent ones) will try to find unusual tape—something the surveyors don’t use. 
 

June program ideas? The demos last year were really well received. Peggy will contact Julie Shepard. 
 

CDCTA hosting Philip Dutton eventing clinic 6-23 and 6-24 at 7/8ths Farm. Also Leslie Law 8-25 and 8-26. 
Melissa mentioned 100th Anniversary of Madison Fire Department. Big parade August 4. Her father is hoping to have all his horse 
drawn fire equipment in parade. Maybe sometime afterward we can visit his museum for a tour/meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned 9:10 pm     Notes by Jennifer Bernardo. 

 

The roster on the web site is current as is the cal
that should interest you on the calendar page an
 

I managed to create a new page called For Sale
club members or anyone who visits the site. It is
can also create your own ad in Word or .pdf form
 

There is another new page in the members only
would like company, you can post that info to m
Other events that you think the club or members
 

The Trail Mapping page now has links to a ma
can be printed from the link page. There is more
process, so your patience is appreciated.  
 

We are way underutilizing the web site. I hope a
 

Melissa is collecting more club dates that will 
might miss something special otherwise. If yo
to this address and I will send it to you. 
 

Thanks, 
Jodie 
LCRVHC WEBSITE 
endar. It's up to you to inform us if you change something. There are some events 
d horsecamping page. 

. You can email me information on anything you have that you would like to sell to 
 now in the general public area, but could be moved to the Members Only area. You 
at, send it to me in an attachment and I can put a link to it on the For Sale page.  

 section called INVITE. If you want to go on a trail ride over the week-end and 
e at jgebhard@sbcglobal.net and I will put the info or a link on that page for you. 
 might like can go there as well.  

p of the entire Epic Trail and sections of the Epic Trail. These are in 8x11 size and 
 info to add to each section, but it's a start. This is an extremely time consuming 

s more useful info gets posted it will be more popular.  

be posted next week along with the newsletter. Keep checking the site folks. You 
u don't have the user name and password for the Members Only page send an email 
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NATIONAL TRAILS DAY REPORT 
 

Early week predictions of rainy weather were proved totally off base as Saturday dawned, sunny and warm.  A bit too 
warm and humid for what was scheduled for the day but we can’t complain. 
 

Siobhan Tietjen and I loaded horses and gear, did a safety check and headed for Cockaponset State park and the parking 
lot near Pataconk Reservoir.  Just a short ride and our horses were happily munching on hay in their trailer, while we 
waited for the group to arrive. 
 

Pam Cameron and her granddaughter, Haley Williams, were the first to arrive. They had ridden over from Pam’s house 
on the other side of the park. Casey and Fabi were wet from having water sponged onto them in an effort to provide 
some relief from the humidity.  Siobhan showed Haley how to braid Fabi’s heavy mane to provide a bit more relief and, 
of course, make quite a stunning fashion statement. 
 

Another trailer pulled up and a varied group of horses were unloaded.  Jill Vaccaro’s, Jasper, a small, nimble, grey 
appaloosa was eager to go but the other three horses were unimpressed with the plan.  I’m unsure of the lineage of the 
three, but they were all big! I do remember that one was a registered black Clydesdale and one was a Canadian 
warmblood cross.  Jill’s husband, Jeff rode Tie, Robin Downey rode Spenser and Crystal Morelli rode Tank. 
 

We headed out, a bit after our planned departure of 10:00.  Pam guided us northward, toward our destination-the trail 
“work party” at Beaver Meadow Road.  The going was slow because even a trot was difficult for the big horses on this 
humid day.  The work was pretty much completed by the time we arrived.  We said our “hello”s, took a few pix and 
headed back by the most direct route.  There was one water stop (to cool our thirsty beasts) but our planned 2 hour ride 
took a good bit longer than expected.  Still… the beauty of the forest, the good company, and our horses all made for a 
pleasurable trails day. 
 

Submitted by: 
Pat Martin 
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Cockaponset Trails Day Work Party a Huge Success! 
 
Trails Day, Saturday, June 2, found the commuter lot on Beaver Meadow Road in Haddam overflowing. Despite warm 
and muggy weather, fifty volunteers turned out for the Cockaponset Trails Day work party. This work party was first of its 
kind in the Cockaponset State Forest. It brought together many of the different forest user groups to work on a trail used 
by all. 
 

The event began with a sign in. Coffee and donuts were provided by the Connecticut Chapter of the New England 
Mountain Biking Association (CTNEMBA). Free insect repellent and other goodies were provided by the American 
Hiking Society (AHS). CFPA Cockaponset Trail Manager Rob Butterworth started the event off with a brief statement of 
the day’s agenda and listing of the various groups involved. He then introduced DEP Park Supervisor Alex Sokolow. Mr. 
Sokolow, who had been involved with the planning of the work party, gave a brief talk and thanked the group. Also in 
attendance from the DEP was Ms. Laurie Giannotti, Recreational Trails & Greenways Program Coordinator. Mr. 
Butterworth then gave a tool safety lecture, which covered how the tools should be carried and used to avoid accidents. 
The volunteers were then broken down in to work crews for the various projects. 
 

The groups walked a quarter mile to the trailhead and then out to the various projects. Work was done on the orange 
blazed trail that is a major access point into the forest and is used by all the groups. The heavy work of emplacing three 
forty foot sections of turnpike was carried out with the assistance of machinery brought in by the Bridle Path Conservancy 
(BPC) and the Salmon River County Riders (SRCR) and a lot muscle provided by all the groups. Materials, consisting of 
filter fabric, geogrid and crushed stone were provided by the DEP. The work crews, on these sections, were overseen by 
Dan Joesph (SRCR) and Brad Turley (BPC). 
 

The eastern leg of the orange trail also saw additional work done. Two stream crossings were rock armored and a long 
boggy section drained. A number of existing water bars were cleaned out and a quite a few new grade dips were added. 
Most of this work was accomplished by the SRCR. 
 

The western leg of the orange trail also came in for it’s fair share of work. Four water bars, (two log and two stone/dirt) 
were emplaced. A number of grade drains were also dug on this section. Rob Butterworth (CFPA) over saw this work 
crew, which consisted of folks from the Appalachian Mountain Club, CFPA, CTJEEP, BPC, Lower Connecticut River 
Valley Horse Club (LCRVHC), and CTNEMBA. This group worked so well together that they got their planned work 
along with the “extra hands/time” projects done ahead of schedule. They then broke up and went to assist on the other 
projects. 
 

The final project under taken was also on the western leg of the orange trail. This project was lead by Jim Casagrande of 
the Norh East Association of Four Wheel Drive Clubs (NEA4WDC) and Nestor Barrezueta of the Deep River kids biking 
group, SprocKids. This, again, was a mixed group of volunteers. These folks had the unenviable task of digging out an old 
section of corduroy from a boggy section of trail to improve drainage. This group did an outstanding job on what was 
certainly the smelliest work site! 
 

Following the all the hard labor was a pot-luck cook out. The cook out was held at an old sandpit in the forest at the 
southern end of the trail. A nice spread of cold salads, chips, hot dogs, soda, and other beverages was enjoyed by all. A 
raffle was held and many gifts were awarded to those present. Mr. Sokolow stopped by to enjoy a hot dog and to thank 
everyone for their efforts. A big note of thanks to Melissa Evarts of the LCRVHC for coordinating a portapotty for the 
event. Thanks also to the CFPA and LCRVHC for providing raffle prizes. 
 

Volunteers and crew leaders all had a great time and accomplished a quite a number of projects. The common question, 
from the newest volunteer to the most experienced volunteer was-“when are we going to do this again?” The answer to 
that is, soon. The groups will be working together and with the DEP to identify more projects and we hope to establish a 
date in September or October. Look to the CFPA website for a date once it’s established. 
 

A note of thanks goes out to all the volunteers for making this event such a success. A very special note of thanks to all the 
crew leaders for doing the site walks and putting up with a barrage of emails. 
 
Submitted by, 
Rob Butterworth 
 

 Page 4 



Horseman's Campground in Natchaug State Forest 
 
Wanted to take a moment to give everyone a heads up!  The CT Horse Council along with NEATO are 
tentatively planning a workday at the Horseman's Campground in Natchaug State Forest.  Diane Ciano is 
contacting the Park Ranger for approval.  The tentative date is currently June 30th with a start time of 9am.  
 
Improving the campground is a major undertaking in which everyone, both in and out of CT, will benefit greatly 
from.  This workday is just the beginning of a large scale renovation of the Camp, the goal of the CHC is to 
replicate the Camps at Escoheag (RI) and Otter Creek  (NY) and eventually create a Campground suitable for 
large scale camping that would encourage tourism to the area and increased use on the trails, including having 
the space to which to host CTR and Endurance events. 
 
Please join us for the day.  CHC will be providing lunch for all the volunteers and hours spent volunteering will 
count towards your NEATO Volunteer Incentive Program participation.  We will need everyone to bring their 
own pruners and chainsaws.  If someone has a wood chipper that would be wonderful also.  
 
Please pass this on to anyone you know that uses the camp, even those outside the horse community such as: 
snowmobilers, hunters, Boy Scouts, etc.  
 
To ensure that CHC has enough food for the volunteers please contact myself or Faith Brouillard (455-2186) if 
you will be volunteering.  
 
I will send out another email as soon as work and date has been approved by the Park Ranger! 
 
Thanks everyone and look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Jennie Coffey 
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FALL HUNTER PACE 
MANAGER FOUND!! 

 

Thank you to Siobhan for volunteering to manage the Fall
Hunter Pace.  She will be looking for some volunteers as
the Pace gets closer so please give it some thought if you
could help out.  It is our one major fundraiser and the
more help, the better.  The date has been set for October
28th. 

JIM GRIFFIN will be giving a presentation on "The
Hollywood West versus the Real West at the Blackstone
Library, Cedar and Main Streets, Branford, on Tuesday,
July 10th at 6:30 PM. Jim will be comparing some of the
movie and paperback images of the frontier West to the
reality. His program will include Western music and a
gunfight reenactment." 
 

For more information go to the Blackstone Library
website at http://www.blackstone.lioninc.org/ and click on
the programs button. 

WINTEC ISABELL for SALE 
Virtually new 17.5 inch Wintec Isabell Werth dressage
saddle with CAIR panels. Complete gullet change system
and "Webers" stirrup leathers. Black.  Christmas gift.
Only used 4 or 5 times. Fits my horse, hurts me. New
over $1100. Asking $850 or best offer. Melissa
melissa.evarts@globepequot.com. or 860-664-0142. 

BOARDING AVAILABLE – DEEP RIVER 
I have been boarding my gelding at a two-stall barn (12 X
12 stalls) in Deep River for the past three years, but I am
going to be moving him up to MA.  So, there will be
boarding available at the barn since my horse will be
leaving.  The turnout is great and the woman who runs the
place is awesome! Board is only $325 because she
considers the horse who is boarding to be a companion to
her horse so she is willing to charge reasonable rates.  If
you are interested in this opportunity, please E-mail me
(Kristin.Williams@tufts.edu ) and I can talk more to you
about things.  I have been really pleased with the care my
horse has gotten here.  Geldings are preferred, but she will
consider a well-behaved mare. - Kristin 

mailto:melissa.evarts@globepequot.com
http://www.blackstone.lioninc.org/
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 BOD=Board of Directors Meeting    BPC=Bridle Path Conservancy     CHC=CT Horse Council   VHP=Volunteer Horse Patrol 

2007 CALENDAR of EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
Anyone with knowledge of an equestrian event or clinic should e-mail Andrea VanderWiede (bosspaige@aol.com) 
so it can be included in our calendar. All LCRVHC monthly meetings are held on the fourth Thursday evening of 

the month at 7/8ths Farm & begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
 

Abbreviations Used in Calendar: 

MO=Member Only ride or event       L&L=Lecture and Learn series     TBA or TBD=to be announced or determined 
 

 
  

June June 
23- 24-CDCTA Eventing Clinic at 7/8ths Farm 23- 24-CDCTA Eventing Clinic at 7/8ths Farm 
24-MO ride, Tyler Mill, Wallingford, Ride Out at  24-MO ride, Tyler Mill, Wallingford, Ride Out at  
       9:30 am, Peggy Lupone & Joanne Minnion         9:30 am, Peggy Lupone & Joanne Minnion  
28- General Meeting, 7pm, 7/8ths Farm 28- General Meeting, 7pm, 7/8ths Farm 
        Snack & Cleanup – Bev Torell         Snack & Cleanup – Bev Torell 
30- Nachaug horse camp clean up, contact Jodie for 30- Nachaug horse camp clean up, contact Jodie for 
        details (jgebhard@sbcglobal.net)         details (jgebhard@sbcglobal.net) 
  
July July 
7-8- A group is camping at Escaheag, with a 7-8- A group is camping at Escaheag, with a 
         competitive pleasure ride including obstacles.           competitive pleasure ride including obstacles.  
         Contact Jodie (jgebhard@sbcglobal.net)          Contact Jodie (jgebhard@sbcglobal.net) 
14-CHC Emergency Preparedness Planning Day (see  14-CHC Emergency Preparedness Planning Day (see  
       May newsletter)        May newsletter) 
14-CLCT work party 8-10 am, contact Melissa 14-CLCT work party 8-10 am, contact Melissa 
No BOD Meeting No BOD Meeting 
26-No Meeting-Potluck at Trish Panaco’s, 6:30 pm, 26-No Meeting-Potluck at Trish Panaco’s, 6:30 pm, 
       summer potluck picnic at Trish Panico’s house,        summer potluck picnic at Trish Panico’s house, 
       280 Bartlett Drive in Madison, club will supply,        280 Bartlett Drive in Madison, club will supply, 
       dogs, burgers, chicken, soft drinks, contact Sherry        dogs, burgers, chicken, soft drinks, contact Sherry 
       to sign up (jeffandsherry5@yahoo.com). There will        to sign up (jeffandsherry5@yahoo.com). There will 
       be a signup sheet at the June Meeting. Bring        be a signup sheet at the June Meeting. Bring 
       swimsuits if desired.        swimsuits if desired. 
  

August August 
No BOD Meeting No BOD Meeting 
4-Madison Hose Company 100th anniversary parade 4-Madison Hose Company 100th anniversary parade 
      and celebration       and celebration 
12- MO Games Day at Peggy’s house, 98 Kelseytown  12- MO Games Day at Peggy’s house, 98 Kelseytown  
      Road, Clinton, trailer parking at the Davenport’s,        Road, Clinton, trailer parking at the Davenport’s,  
      just up the road       just up the road 
18 or 19 – MO Ride at Goddard State Park in RI 18 or 19 – MO Ride at Goddard State Park in RI 
       host Jane Samuels. No bugs, plenty of water for         host Jane Samuels. No bugs, plenty of water for  
       horses. RSVP to Bev (bdtct@aol.com). Jodie tells         horses. RSVP to Bev (bdtct@aol.com). Jodie tells  
       us there is camping available nearby at Eskaheag.        us there is camping available nearby at Eskaheag. 
23-General meeting, 7 pm, The Davenport’s Carraige  23-General meeting, 7 pm, The Davenport’s Carraige  
       Hill Farm, 65 Kelseytown Road, Clinton. Bonfire         Hill Farm, 65 Kelseytown Road, Clinton. Bonfire  
       and oral traditions story telling led by Peggy, bring         and oral traditions story telling led by Peggy, bring  
       a favorite horse story to share if you want to.         a favorite horse story to share if you want to.  
      S’mores, RSVP to Jen (bernardoj@ci.guilford.ct.us)       S’mores, RSVP to Jen (bernardoj@ci.guilford.ct.us) 
25-26 CDCTA Eventing Clinic at 7/8ths 25-26 CDCTA Eventing Clinic at 7/8ths 
26-Lord Creek Horse Trials 26-Lord Creek Horse Trials 
  

If anyone is interested in hosting a member-only ride 
they should contact Bev (bdtct@aol.com), if they are 
able to act as trail boss for a work day, contact Pati 
(pjm6680@comcast.net), if they have ideas for a 
speaker or meeting program contact Peg 
(hazageym@yahoo.com). 

If anyone is interested in hosting a member-only ride 
they should contact Bev (bdtct@aol.com), if they are 
able to act as trail boss for a work day, contact Pati 
(pjm6680@comcast.net), if they have ideas for a 
speaker or meeting program contact Peg 
(hazageym@yahoo.com). 
  
  

 

  
  
   

Andrea VanderWiede 
 

Andrea VanderWiede 
191 North Chestnut Hill Road 191 North Chestnut Hill Road 
Killingworth, CT 06419 Killingworth, CT 06419 
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