
                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Dear Friends 
 
Happy New Year! I wish everyone a healthy and prosperous 2014. A new year means it’s membership renewal time. 

Please get your renewals in early.  Remember you must renew by March or risk being dropped from the roster and no 
longer getting e-mail notification of events. 

 
Wait a minute? Did I say Genie? Yes. Jenna Wilke has found herself unable to fulfill the entire obligation as secretary. 

She and Genie will be sharing the web master job and sending out e-mail notification of club activities. And I twisted 
Alyce Mallek’s arm until she agreed to help out as Membership Coordinator (I didn’t really threaten not to feed Doolin, 
but he does live in my barn. If anyone is interested in taking over this membership coordinator position please, please 
let me know. Alyce will vacuum your house if you say yes!). So, if you have pictures for the website please send them to 
Jenna (imaginealltheart@gmail.com). Membership renewals go to the PO Box, as usual. Please write clearly so Alyce 
doesn’t have to call you to clarify your e-mail address or other information. Thank you. Membership forms are also 
included in this newsletter. 

 
It seems like a lot has happened since the last newsletter. 
 
The annual Chatfield Hollow Chili MO Ride on November 10 was a lot of fun, as always. A dozen riders in 2-3 groups 

did about an hour-and-a-half loop through the park, followed by chili, cornbread, desserts, and beverages. Yum! Thanks 
to Sue Davenport and Emmy Pavelka for hosting this popular ride. 

 
Sadly that was the last MO Ride for Lynda Perry’s gray Arabian, Jackson. Jackson colicked and was euthanized on 

November 15. Lynda has since adopted a rescue mule from Tara Farm Rescue, Sparkle, also gray.  So now Howard 
Tunic’s mule, Emma, isn’t the only non-horse equine in the club. Lynda, we wish you many safe and enjoyable miles and 
years of pleasure with 
 your new partner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On December 8 about 10-12 horses and several unmounted members attended the Christmas Progressive Ride. 

Parking and breakfast was at Dave Beaudette and Julie Berman’s house. The cold and wind had several horses prancing 
and dancing. New member Lexy Delvecchio bravely rode Riley, the Arabian I have been leasing, though he barely took a 
flat-footed step for the entire 4 hours! Homes and I led the main group on a section of the hunter pace route, meeting 
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up with the rest as we arrived at the lunch stop at Kristin and Mark’s house for Lunch. Then back to Dave and Julie’s for 
Dessert. Everything was delicious and we had a good time but it was too cold to hang around so we loaded up and 
headed home. Thank you to our gracious hosts for doing this for two years in a row! 

 
On January 1, 10 riders did our annual Freeze Your Butt MO Ride at Hammonassett. Welcome to new members 

Robin Marrotte and Ruth Strontzer. Thanks to Howard Tunic for bringing the shovel so we could pick up after our horses. 
[*Please remember to pick up after your animals at this very busy state park. We really don’t want to lose the 
privilege of riding there.*] 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Please check out the skeleton of the 2014 LCRVHC Calendar elsewhere in this newsletter. After so many years of 

leading this club I (and your board members) am out of ideas for programs. Please e-mail me if there is a topic you 
would like to learn about, if you have a skill to share, or any other ideas or thoughts. This club is what you make it so 
participate! Thanks to Lynda Perry for roughing in a MO Ride schedule so early in the year! 

 
I hope to see you soon! 
 
Melissa 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           The crazy ups and downs of the weather have limited the riding the first two weeks of the year. We did manage to 
get out with Able with the sleigh on Sunday, just as the freezing rain started. 
 
 

2014 CALENDAR 
 

 
Note: Calendar entries are not be confirmed at this time, especially for fall. If you are interested in hosting a 
MO ride please contact Lynda. If you have an idea for a program or activity please contact Melissa 
(Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) or any board member. 

 
January 
No general meeting 
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February 
2: MO Ride, Bluff Point, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net)  
6: BOD meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
16: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party, Clip and Ride and replace/fill-in markers on the Quinimay Trail. Contact 

Chuck Sharples to RSVP. )charlessharples@sbcglobal.net) or 860-575-0020 
       . 
     
  
     27: General Meeting, Sue Davenport’s house, 5 Owl Hollow, Killingworth. Slide show of Sue’s riding 
vacation in South America. 

 
March 
6: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
23: MO Ride, Bittner Park, contact Trish Panico (TrishPanico@gmail.com) 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party,  

27: General Meeting, Movie Night, Anyone have a big tv and room for seating?  Could you host 
this, please? 

 
April   
3: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
13: MO Ride Machimoodus, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) Palm Sunday 
20: Easter 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party,  

       24: General Meeting, program - Mary Gonzalez, Equine Muscle Massage Therapy, Location TBA 

 
 
May   
1: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
11: MO Ride Pattaconk, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) Mother’s Day 
18: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party, Quinimay Trail at Tower Hill, tractor work party 
22: General Meeting, program  
 
June   
5: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
7: National Trails Day, Quinimay Trail?, ride host: Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net); picnic hosts: Bill 

and Kathy Schuyler; Work party contact: Melissa Evarts (Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) 
15: MO Ride CLCT Kenilworth Forest, Park and Breakfast at Melissa’s Rough Draft Farm, contact Lynda 

Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) Father’s Day 
26: General Meeting, Rough Draft Farm, 24 River Road, Clinton. Natural Horsemanship, Kristin Elliott Leas 
 
July   
No BOD Meeting unless needed 
6: MO Ride Hurd Park contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
No General Meeting 
24: Summer picnic, Trish Panico’s house, Silent Auction back by popular demand! 
 

20: CHC VHP CPR First Aid certification Recert @ 6:30, Lynda Perry's house 86 Spencer Hill, 
 RSVP cymaronfarm@snet.net   Horse Patrol take note! 
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August   
7: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
17: MO Ride Patchaug, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
__: Lord Creek Horse Trials 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
28: General Meeting, program  
 
September   
4: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
__: Lord Creek Hunter Pace 
25: General Meeting, program  
28: MO Ride Escoheag, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net)  
 
October   
2: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, location TBA 
19: MO Ride Weber Woods, Clip & Ride and Mark Hunter Pace route, contact Lynda Perry 

(cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
23: General Meeting, program _______________ 
26 (or November 2?): Hunter Pace 
 
November   
No BOD Meeting 
No General Meeting, Happy Thanksgiving 
6-9: Equine Affair 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
9: MO Ride, Chatfield Hollow, Chili Ride, hosts Sue Davenport and Emmy Pavelka (RSVP 

S1Davenport@comcast.net)  
 
December 
No BOD Meeting 
No General Meeting, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
__: Christmas Progressive Ride,  
 
January 
__: LCRVHC Holiday Party, ____ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bridle Path Conservancy (BPC) 
Announcements! 

May 3rd we are sponsoring the Horse Power Farm Cross 
Country Derby 

June 7th National Trails Day we will be having a work Day  
(of course ) 
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MIDDLETOWN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
 

Rebecca Ratte Isaacson MIDDLETOWN HIGH SCHOOL 

Michael Kingsbury 200 LAROSA LANE 

Stephanie Russell Middletown, CT 06457 

Amanda Thomson Phone (860) 704-4599 Fax (860) 704-4588 

 
 
Once again, continuing education classes are being offered to provide continuing education for interested people involved 
with the fields of agriculture, mechanics and renewable resources. Classes will be held on Monday and Tuesday nights 
(Check times for each class). There are no fees for any of the classes. 
Please, register early so that we may plan for seating and materials. A minimum of 10 pre-registrants may be required in 
order to hold most classes. Share this information with anyone who may be interested (employees, friends, and family). 
Open to all Connecticut residents. 
If Middletown schools are closed for the day or evening activities are cancelled due to inclement weather, the 
class for that evening will be cancelled. Please consult your local listings. 
 

Winter 2014 Offerings: 
 
 
January 14 Chainsaw Safety and Sharpening- A presentation by UMAINE graduate and Asplundh 
employee Hank Kay. Hank, a member of the UMAINE Woodsman team and current Asplundh 
“Vendor Utility Forester” will provide a presentation on chainsaw safety, equipment, upkeep, and 
operation. If you would like hands-on sharpening practice, contact Mike Kingsbury at 
kingsburym@mpsct.org to coordinate bringing a personal chain to work with. 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
January 21 An Informational Program on Public Act 490: Connecticut’s Land Use Value Assessment 
Law for Farm Land, Forest Land, Open Space and Maritime Heritage Land - Joan Nichols, 
current Director of Member Relations and Community outreach of the CT Farm Bureau will 
provide a presentation on Public Act 490, an often ‘land-saving’ state act for CT landowners. This 
presentation will cover what PA 490 is, who it affects, how to apply and will field the various 
questions dealing with this opportunity. 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
January 21 Recreational Therapy for Veterans – Presented by Brad Bertele, Executive Director and 
Founder, Blackhorse 4 Heroes. Come and witness a unique and powerful method of recreational 
therapy for veterans using carriage driving. US Army veteran Brad Bertele tells the story of how 
he developed this program, and how it has molded him along the way. The Blackhorse method is 
a unique way of teaching veterans who they are, and where they are going. Whether physically 
impaired or able-bodied, once a veteran has reins in hand, he or she becomes equal partners 
with the horse. Visit www.blackhorse4heroes.org for more info.7 -9 PM 
 
January 28 Natural Horsemanship with Geoff Goodson – Back by popular demand, Geoff will demonstrate 
the essentials of groundwork for his Harmony for Horse and Handler program, This evening’s 
class will include a hands-on, interactive demonstration of Geoff’s Harmony for Horses and 
Handlers program. Please visit www.geoffgoodsonhorsemanship.com for more information.7-9 
PM 
 
January 28 Arc Welding 101– A demonstration and hands-on practice by Middletown Ag-Ed instructor Mike 
Kingsbury. This class will be based on the basic principles and application of arc welding. Come 
to learn the basics about arc welding and equipment and then get some hands-on practice using 
our shop equipment. If you plan on welding, please wear appropriate clothing, i.e. jeans and other 
cotton/wool clothing, no synthetic or fleece material. 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
February 3 Vicious Horse Update – Fred Masterle, Connecticut Horse Council Acting President, will present 
a current update on Connecticut’s infamous and pending “Vicious Horse Case.” Please come to 
learn the most current important information regarding the case, how it may potentially impact 
CT’s horse industry, and what steps you can take as a responsible horse owner and/or equine 
professional. 7-9 PM 



 
 
February 3 Composting basics – Presented by Kim O’Rourke, Recycling Coordinator of Middletown, CT. 
Kim O’Rourke is very passionate about recycling and improving our environment. During this 
presentation, Kim with be teaching you the importance and benefits of composting. In addition, 
you will learn how to start a compost of your own. Come join us Monday February 3, 2014 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
 
February 4 Orienteering 101 – Presented by Jim Henderson, Treasurer of the Western CT Orienteering 
Club, with 23 years of orienteering experience. Orienteering, though started as a Swedish Military 
tactic, has turned into a competitive sport or leisurely activity. Come learn about all the fun things 
you can do with orienteering, ways you can get started orienteering, and what Orienteering is all 
about. Enjoy exploring nature? Want to learn how to use a compass or navigate a map? Come 
join us Tuesday February 4, 2014 6:00 -7:30 PM 
 
February 4 Bringing Homemade Birdhouses Back in Style– Todd Kennedy of Kennedy Construction, 
based out of Coventry, CT, will lead a bird house building class. Learn how to design and 
construct a beautiful three storied birdhouse that you can bring home for the birds. 
6:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
February 10 Transportation Opportunities with Biofuels– UCONN Professor of Chemical and Bimolecular 
Engineering Richard Parnas is graciously presenting his work on ‘The New Agri-Business: Agri- 
Waste to Bio-chemicals’, an in-depth look at one of the newest sustainable cash crops; agriwaste. 
Come to learn about this unique activity with one of the leading professionals in the 
industry. (Note: This presentation will be on a Monday night). 6:30 to 8:30 PM 
 
February 10 To Be.Announced (TBA), we anticipate a natural resource topic. 
February 11 T.B.A. we anticipate a natural resource topic. 
 
February 11 Equine Lyme Disease – Sandy Bushmich, MS, DVM, Professor of Pathobiology and Veterinary 
Science University of Connecticut and Section Head, Diagnostic Testing Services Connecticut 
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, will discuss the most current information regarding 
symptoms, diagnosis and treatment of Lyme Disease in horses.7-9 PM 
 
February 24 Backyard Poultry Management - Dr. Michael Darre, UConn Professor and Extension Poultry 
Specialist, will present the basic information about how to start a small poultry flock including 
breed selection, housing, and feeding, with a special emphasis on poultry health.7-9 PM 
 
Registration & Questions: Please complete and submit the attached form, call (860) 704-4599 X 4594 & leave 
message, or e-mail Megan Nesci at nescim@mpsct.org . 
 
 
 

Directions to the Ag Center at Middletown High School 
200 LaRosa Lane, Middletown 

 
From Rt. 9 North and South: Take Exit 15 (Washington St) off of Rt.9. Follow 
Washington St. 1 mile. Take right at traffic 
light onto Rt. 3 (Newfield St.). Continue 1.5 miles and take a left onto LaRosa Lane to 
Middletown High School. Proceed 

around left side of high school; Ag center main entrance is next to the four 
greenhouses. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
MIDDLETOWN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

 
Registration Form 

 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:________________________________E-mail:____________________________________ 
Please describe your involvement with agriculture (employment, hobby, experiences): 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please indicate all classes you plan to attend: 
� January 14 Chainsaw Safety and Sharpening 
� January 21 An Informational Program on Public Act 490 
� January 21 Recreational Therapy for Veterans 
� January 28 Natural Horsemanship with Geoff Goodson 
� January 28 “Arc Welding 101 
� February 3 Vicious Horse Update 
� February 3 Composting basics 
� February 4 Orienteering 101 
� February 4 Bringing Homemade Birdhouses Back in Style 
� February 10 Transportation Opportunities with Biofuels 
� February 10 To Be.Announced (TBA) 
� February 11 TBA 
� February 11 Equine Lyme Disease 
� February 24 Backyard Poultry Management 

 
 
Please return forms to: 
 
 
Attention: Megan Nesci 
 
Middletown Agriculture Center 
Middletown High School 
200 LaRosa Lane 
Middletown, CT 06457 
 
 
Fax: (860) 704-4588 
Phone: (860) 704-4599 X 4594 
E-mail: nescim@mpsct.org 
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Larry Whitesell Horsemanship Clinic 
April 10,11,12 

Top Cat Farms Killingworth, CT 

 
 
 
 
 

Learn how get to get more from your horse with less effort using 
subtle cues. 

 
Larry has been a student of the Spanish Riding School in Vienna. 

 
Has worked with several different breeds and holds judge’s cards in 

many as well. 
 

Whether a trail rider or a show person, make your partnership with 
your horse the best it can be. 

 
Call Mary or Victor Gonzalez 860-301-6983 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Timber Sale Starting in 
Killingworth and Deep River -   
DEEP’s Division of Forestry will be implementing  a forestry operation (see attached map) in order to keep 

the forest healthy as well as to produce a sustainable amount of timber.  The thinning will give the 
healthiest trees adequate room to grow vigorously. The sale should increase the proportion of oak trees 
and eventually increase acorn production. Acorns are among the most  important sources of food for 

almost 100 species of wildlife. The down wood left will add nutrients to the soil as it decomposes, provide 
cover for wildlife, provide food for insects and animals that feed upon insects. The logging equipment will 
be moved to the forest  later this week but will not used until the ground conditions improve. The loggers 
will close the road or trail for short periods when they are felling trees near the trail or road.  Sorry for 
any inconvenience but it is important that the closures occur for public safety.  
  
Thank you for your continued concern for Cockaponset State Forest. 

 Emery Gluck, Forester 



  

Greetings Neighbors,  
  
The Westbrook Land Conservation Trust is holding its annual Open House.  Please 

join us for our program:  
  

 Alicia Betty from The Trust for Public Land will give us an update on 
The Preserve. 

 

The Bear Reality  
presented by Felicia Ortner 

CT DEEP’s Master Wildlife Conservationist Program   
  

  
Felicia has been a bear enthusiast for over 25 years. She has studied bear's life 

style, physiology, behavior and natural history through books, journals, workshops, and 
lectures. In the mid 1990's Felicia became a Docent at Connecticut's Beardsley Zoo 
and in 2002 she completed the CT DEEP's Master Wildlife Conservationist (MWC) 
program and has since turned her passion for learning about bears into a passion for 
teaching about them through her educational program, The Bear Reality. With the 
populations of Black Bear increasing through our state, Felicia hopes, "through 
outreach and education that these magnificent creatures will become better 
understood, we will learn to respect instead of fear them, and a strategy of coexistence 
with humans and bears is in the future." 

  
When: Sunday, February 2, 2014 (Ground Hog’s Day) at 1:00 PM 
  
Where: Home of Kristin and Mark Leas, 131 Pritchett Drive, Westbrook, CT 

(Directions: Route 145 to Pritchett Drive) 
  
Bring a friend.  No RSVP Necessary.   
  
Questions: Call Sandy Towle at (860) 399-5224 

  
We hope that you will join us to kick off 2014!  
  
  

(The Killingworth Land Trust will have this program in May). 

tel:%28860%29%20399-5224


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


