
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dear Friends 
 
Spring is coming! I keep telling myself that though there is still a mess of snow and ice in our ring and it feels like 

winter is dragging on. I can see some daffodils trying to come up under my dining room window, so I have faith! 
 
Important reminder: Membership renewal time is here! Actually, if you don’t renew by the end of March you risk 

being dropped from the e-mail blasts and you don’t want to miss out on any of the fun, educational, and delicious 
activities we have planned! 

 
It has been a long winter and we’ve had to cancel or postpone some outdoor activities due to the terrible footing so 

my report should be brief this month. One activity that was not interrupted was the annual holiday party on January 18. 
Hosted, once again, by Sue Davenport, a capacity crowd gathered for lots of good food and socializing. Thanks to Sue for 
hosting and cleaning up, and thanks to everyone who got your membership renewals in early! 

 
On January 20 several of us attended the Westbrook Land Conservation Trust’s annual meeting where Felicia Ortner 

from the CT DEEP’s Master Wildlife Conservationist Program presented a fascinating program about the black bears in 
Connecticut. 

 
The February 2 Member-only ride at Bluff Point was led by Lynda Perry on Sparkles the mule. It was Lynda’s birthday 

and groundhog day. In addition to Lynda, Howard Tunic, Ruth Strontzer, Robin Marrotte, Joe Secondino, and Sue 
Davenport enjoyed the ride.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On February 20 LCRVHC members who are also CHC-VHP members gathered for CPR recertification at Lynda Perry’s 

house. (Anyone who is interested in joining the Connecticut Horse Council Volunteer Horse Patrol please check out the 

website [cthorsecouncil.org]. The CHC-VHP annual meeting is Sunday, March 30, from 10 to 2 at Company 1 Firehouse, 

1485 Main Street, Newington, CT 06111. R.S.V.P. appreciated by March 16th. Meg Sautter mmsautter@att.net). Potluck 
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lunch and raffle. There is an open house for new and interested members before the meeting at 9 am.  

 
We were back at Sue’s for the February 27 general meeting where following a brief meeting, we enjoyed a slide 

show of Sue’s last riding vacation from Argentina to Chile. There were a lot of laughs and quite a bit of admiration for 
Sue’s bravery in going on these rides alone.  

John Barthelein offered to help out with the web site. Thank you John. 
 
On March 6 the combined boards of the LCRVHC and BPC met at Kristin’s house to try to accomplish some of the 

business of the organizations. Genie and Jenna have been working on the LCRVHC web site and wanted a “mission 
statement” for LCRVHC. Here’s what we came up with: 

 
The Lower Connecticut River Valley Horsemen’s Club is a group of riders from a variety of disciplines united by a 

common love of horses. We enjoy riding whether on the trails or in the arena, meeting to socialize and learn, and 
volunteering our time to develop and maintain trails. 

 
We also worked on ways to spread the word about the BPC and celebrate the 10th anniversary of LCRVHC’s sister 

organization. Look for upcoming events! 
 
Watch for the rollout of the newly revamped LCRVHC.org website to come soon! 
 
Upcoming Events (see the calendar for a more complete listing) 
 
The March 23 Member-only Ride will be at Bittner Park, in Guilford, footing permitting. Please contact Melissa 

(Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) to RSVP and get time and parking information. 
 
For the March 27 general meeting Fred Mastele from the CHC will give us an update about the “vicious horse” case 

and pending legislation related to it. The meeting will be at the Fire Museum. Please bring your membership renewals! 
 
On Saturday, April 5, Chuck Sharples and Marlisa Simonson will have a table at the Clinton Chamber of Commerce 

Business Expo to promote the LCRVHC and BPC. Please stop by and support them. 
 
The April MO Ride is tentatively scheduled for Machimoodus, contact Lynda to RSVP. 
 
The April 24 general meeting will be held at the Fire Museum. Mary Gonzalez will give a program on Equine Muscle 

Massage Therapy. 
 
On May 3 Trish Panico will be promoting the BPC at the Horse Power Farm Cross Country Derby. Contact Trish for 

details. 
 
The May 11 MO ride is tentatively scheduled for Pattaconk, contact Lynda to RSVP. 
 
On May 18 we have a LCRVHC/BPC work party scheduled on the Quinimay Trail at Tower Hill. Please come and help. 

RSVP to Chuck (charlessharples@sbcglobal.net) 
 
The May 25 general meeting sounds like it will be a lot of fun--and something different. Many of us have dogs as 

well as horses so, with the police dog demonstration being one of the most popular recent programs, we’ve arranged 
another dog activity. We will meet at Larkins Run, 591 Madison Rd., Durham for a demonstration of dog agility. Some of 
our board members will be bringing their dogs to try out this sport! 
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And as usual, we will be teaming up with Connecticut Forests & Parks and CT-NEMBA for National Trails Day on June 
7. We will be working on the purple trail where we were in 2012. Work will include finishing the reroute, clipping and 
clearing, and reblazing. We will also host a trail ride. Ride leader: Frank Kulick, Potluck picnic follows the work and ride. 
LCRVHC will provide hot dogs. RSVP: Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net); picnic hosts: Bill and Kathy Schuyler; Work 
party contact: Melissa Evarts (Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) 

 
We have lots more planned for 2014, see the calendar for listings. If you have ideas please contact any board 

member! Please participate! 
 
Thanks, and hope to see you soon 

Melissa 
 
 

LCRVHC/BPC 2014 Calendar 
  
Note: Calendar entries may not be confirmed at this time, especially for fall. If you are interested in hosting a MO 

ride please contact Lynda. If you have an idea for a program or activity please contact Melissa 
(Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) or any board member. All meetings are at the Fire Museum behind 21 Copse Road, 
Madison, unless otherwise specified. 

 
April   
3: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
5: Clinton Chamber of Commerce Business Expo, LCRVHC/BPC promotion 
13: MO Ride Machimoodus, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) Palm Sunday 
20: Easter 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party,  
24: General Meeting, program, Mary Gonzalez, Equine Muscle Massage Therapy 
 
May   
1: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBD 
3: BPC sponsoring Horse Power Farm’s Cross Country Derby 
11: MO Ride Pattaconk, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) Mother’s Day 
18: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party, Quinimay Trail at Tower Hill, tractor work party 
22: General Meeting, program Dog Agility at Larkin’s Run, Durham 
 
June   
5: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
7: National Trails Day, Purple Trail, Cockaponsett, ride leader: Frank Kulick, RSVP: Lynda Perry 

(cymaronfarm@snet.net); picnic hosts: Bill and Kathy Schuyler; Work party contact: Melissa Evarts 
(Melissa.evarts@globepequot.com) 

15: MO Ride CLCT Kenilworth Forest, Park and Breakfast at Melissa’s Rough Draft Farm, contact Lynda Perry 
(cymaronfarm@snet.net) Father’s Day 

26: General Meeting, Rough Draft Farm, 24 River Road, Clinton. Natural Horsemanship, Kristin Elliott Leas 
 
July   
No BOD Meeting unless needed 
6: MO Ride Hurd Park contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
No General Meeting 
24: Summer picnic, Sue Davenport’s house, Silent Auction back by popular demand!, RSVP to Sue 

(s1davenport@comcast.net, for auction items, Kristin (equineinsight@gmail.com 
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 August   
7: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
17: MO Ride Patchaug, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
__: Lord Creek Horse Trials 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
24: BPC Barbecue Ride on the Quinimay Trail 
28: General Meeting, program (tentative-saddle fitting?) 
 
September   
4: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, if needed, location TBA 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
__: Lord Creek Hunter Pace 
25: General Meeting, program ________ 
28: MO Ride Escoheag, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net)  
 
October   
2: BOD Meeting, 7 pm, location TBA 
19: MO Ride Weber Woods, Clip & Ride and Mark Hunter Pace route, contact Lynda Perry (cymaronfarm@snet.net) 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
23: General Meeting, program _______________ 
26 (or November 2?): Hunter Pace 
 
November   
No BOD Meeting 
No General Meeting, Happy Thanksgiving 
6-9: Equine Affair 
__: LCRVHC/BPC Work Party 
9: MO Ride, Chatfield Hollow, Chili Ride, hosts Sue Davenport and Emmy Pavelka (RSVP S1Davenport@comcast.net)  
 
December 
No BOD Meeting 
No General Meeting, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
__: Christmas Progressive Ride,  

       January 
17: LCRVHC Holiday Party, Sue Davenport’s 
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